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A Message from the
Manse
As I write my message for this issue of Focus it’s exactly a
year to the day since I made the move from Polmont to Portsoy,
so this seems like the perfect opportunity to look back on the
previous 12 months, and just pick out a few highlights. The late
American rapper Tupac Shakur (what do you mean, you’ve never
heard of him?) once said, ‘Don’t look back unless it’s a good view’
and he was right - there’s no point in looking back at bad
experiences, but there’s every point in looking back at what’s
gone well, and so much has gone well in the past year.
Everything was pretty much locked down when I arrived back in
January 2021, which meant a delay to my ordination and that, in
many ways, was a good thing. It gave me a chance to get
settled, of course, but it also gave me time to explore the area,
to walk the miles and see the sights. And if I’d had any
lingering doubts about moving north (I didn’t!) they’d have been
very quickly dispelled, because it was confirmed to me that I
was now living in one of the most beautiful places in the
country. A particular favourite day was when I walked all the
way from Portsoy to Cullen and back, along the coastal path - it
was a long day but such a good one. And there were plenty more
days like it too.
My ordination, although sparsely attended due to the
restrictions, was so special and the fact that there were
dozens and dozens of friends, new and old, watching the live
stream made it all the more so. And then it was straight to
work, as by this time Easter was upon us. The Easter Sunday
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service, only my second as your minister, was wonderful. Easter
is all about renewal, about rebirth, and it was very fitting that
my time with you would begin then.
My first service of Holy Communion in Portsoy came in May and
I don’t mind telling you I was more than a little nervous about it
as it was the first I had taken sole charge of. But to see so
many of you there, confirming your faith, it was truly inspiring
to me.
And then came summer. The days were long and warm - the sun
shone an awful lot more than it does down in central Scotland, I
can tell you that for sure! It was a pity the Boat Festival had to
go online as I’d been looking forward to seeing the town buzzing
with people, but at least I had the chance to do a video Blessing
of the Fleet - another first for me and, I don’t know, maybe
the only one of its kind anywhere!
Yet another first came towards the end of the summer when I
carried out my first wedding - and the first wedding in the
Church Centre for many a year. This was definitely a highlight
of the year. The moment when the bridge and groom, Emma and
Davie, and myself came out of the church to see so many locals
and tourists outside enjoying the occasion too, that’ll live long
in my heart.
I had a similar feeling on Remembrance Sunday. It was a solemn
occasion, of course, so entirely different but, again, there were
so many people on the street paying their respects to the fallen
it really warmed my heart, and it served as further
confirmation that a sense of community is alive and well here in
Portsoy. The Service of Remembrance at the memorial in
Fordyce was a much more intimate occasion but nonetheless
moving and special.
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Then there was Christmas to crown the year. I have to admit to
shedding a tear or two on a couple of occasions at Christmas
services, first when we sang Silent Night at the Coffee and
Teas afternoon and then when the Church Centre was bathed in
candlelight as we sang O Come All Ye Faithful in the first few
moments of Christmas morning. These are memories that’ll stay
with me always.
So many highlights. Thoughts for Thursday (they’ll be back
when then the weather’s better!). Coffee and Company. Our
Bible chats at Let’s Talk. The peace of Monday prayers. And, of
course, all the special people I’ve met, both at church and when
you’ve allowed me into your homes - so thank you all for being
there.
I’ve been told that the first year of ministry is the most
challenging. Yes, in many ways it’s been challenging, but I’m
looking back at a good view because it’s been the best, the most
fulfilling year of my life so far. And there are many, many more
years to come. I’m looking forward to them enormously.
‘I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the LORD, ‘plans to
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a
future.’ (Jeremiah 29:11)
John
If you need me for anything or if you just want to call for a
chat, you can reach me at the manse on 01261 838 506.
FOCUS DEADLINE
The next edition of Focus will cover April to May 2022.
Please let Johanna Sturrock have articles and any
photographs for inclusion no later than Sunday 20 March.
unicornathome@gmail.com.
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WELCOME TEAMS
10.30am Portsoy Church Centre
6 February
13 February
20 February
27 February

Margaret Whewell & Olwen Christie
Edith Stuart & Eileen Brown
Helen D’Arcy & Yvonne McKay
Moira McKenzie & Joan Morrison

6 March
13 March
20 March
27 March

Margaret Whewell & Olwen Christie
Edith Stuart & Eileen Brown
Helen D’Arcy & Yvonne McKay
Moira McKenzie & Joan Morrison

3 April
10 April
17 April
24 April

Margaret Whewell & Olwen Christie
Edith Stuart & Eileen Brown
Helen D’Arcy & Yvonne McKay
Moira McKenzie & Joan Morrison

FLOWER LIST
February

March

April

6 Eileen Brown
13 Helenor Henderson
20 Helen D’Arcy
27 Anne McArthur

6 Yvonne McKay
13 Flower Fund
20 Sheila McKay
27 Olwen Christie

3 Margaret Whewell
10 Edith Stuart
17 Easter
24 Eileen Brown

Thank you to all who donate to the Flower Fund, many of whom
do not appear on the rota. Every contribution is muchappreciated. Your generosity enables us to have beautiful
flowers in church each Sunday, which we gift to members of
the community after the service.
Margaret Whewell (01261 843125)
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World Day of Prayer 2022
This year the World Day of Prayer has been written by the
Christian women of England, Wales & Northern Ireland. The
date for the service is always the first Friday in March, which
this year is 4th.
There is no hard and fast rule which says you must hold your
service on that date (or else!) but at the same time, the idea is
that prayer and praise are being offered in some part of the
world all through the 24 hours of 4th March. That idea –
encapsulated in the words of the closing hymn –captivates me:
“As o’er each continent and island, the dawn leads on another
day,
The voice of prayer is never silent, nor dies the strain of praise
away.”
I make no apology for having quoted this in a previous article.
It brings a lump to my throat every year.
I have contacted our friends at Destiny, Portsoy, hoping they
will again wish to be involved in the service this year. I hope
you will all want to support it too. Details will be forthcoming.
Margaret Whewell.

Thank you

Jim and I would like to thank all our Church Family friends for
the lovely flowers. The gift of flowers tells us that you care
and though unable to join you in Church we still feel part of a
very special family. We are so grateful for the live stream
service which enables us to worship with you on Sunday
mornings. May God’s love surround you all.
Jim and Janet Hamilton
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Homestart Gifts
Thank you to all those who contributed gifts of chocolates,
biscuits, selection boxes and crackers to our Christmas
Homestart Appeal. This wonderful selection of goodies was
taken to Homestart and distributed to families before
Christmas.

Funerals
9 December
22 December
24 December
30 December
5 January
6 January
13 January

Margaret Jess
Phyllis Thomson
Ernie Addison
David Jess
Robbie Dawson
Jess Riddoch
Ian Coull

Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.
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I, even I, am He who blots out your transgressions for My own
sake; and I will not remember your sins.” Isaiah 43:25
Some years ago I was in a court of law but, I hasten to add, I
wasn’t in the dock but was there only as a spectator. It was
interesting to watch the offenders being called by the sheriff
for sentence. I wonder what went through their minds as they
stood before him?.
Imagine if we were suddenly called to appear before God and
heard Him read a list of reasons of why we should be banished
from His presence. Would we plead guilty or not guilty?. The
apostle Paul said, “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory
of God.” (Romans 3:23)
The bible gives us many examples of those who experienced
serious personal failure. Peter, who denied knowing Jesus,
Abraham lied about his wife, Jacob deceived his father, Moses
disobeyed God—to name but a few. Despite their failures they
turned back to God and began to follow Him again. God is a God
of grace and offers forgiveness and restoration. When
believers do something wrong, they invariably feel regret and
have feelings of unworthiness of God’s forgiveness. Thankfully,
He is the God of second chances when we repent and have a
change of mind.
I have a small book called “Walking Backwards” by Jeff Lucas.
He says that carrying guilt around is like walking backwards
which is “exhausting, awkward and confusing” and that it is
God’s will that we leave our past failures behind after we have
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confessed them. His forgiveness is total and, when we
understand this, we will be able to turn around and face the
future.
Jesus died to take our heavy loads off our backs and to set us
free from moments in the past we regret and which, if we
could, we would probably love to go back in time and undo. We
have a loving God who will do just that and wipe our slates
clean, These are times when we need to be reminded of the
cross, of our Lord Jesus who died and took our place and
settled our debt.
Over time posters, with a message, have been put up in our
Church Hall. I remember one in particular which caught my eye.
It was of a rubber erasing sin. What a picture of what God
wants to do just that for us. We need to have faith in a loving
Father who will do that for us.
Going back to the book I mentioned, It finishes with the words,
“Let Jesus love you.” What a comfort and blessing to know that
He can in spite of everything.
Loving God, You are the only one to whom we can turn to for
forgiveness and renewal. You know the secrets of our hearts
and the outward actions of our everyday life better than we
know them ourselves. For the sins and wrongs and selfish acts
which we know that we have committed, grant us forgiveness
and cleansing.
Father, You are the eternal source of peace. Please grant us
that peace and may You guard and direct our hearts and
thoughts through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
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Portsoy Church Guild
Well friends, here we are in February, and with the wave of
Covid infections bringing socialising to something of a
standstill, we are sadly no further on with arrangements for
restarting the Guild. However, nil desperandum. Coffee &
Company is starting up again, so we can have a meeting about
the Guild soon.
Meantime, I thought I would just give you a brief introduction
to the new projects for this 3-year strategy. These are:
Starchild - supporting children with additional needs in
Uganda.
Hear our voice – training women for ministry & service in
Brazil.
Beat – let’s beat eating disorders together.
Home for Good - working to find a home for every child
who needs one in Scotland.
Pioneers UK - supporting”Chocolate Heaven” in South-East
Asia.
The Vine Trust – supporting Kazunu: Village of Hope,
Tanzania.
I’m sure you must be just as curious about these projects as I
am, so let’s hope our Guild can reform soon so we can find out
more about them and perhaps think of ways to support them,
as we have been pleased and proud to do in the past.
Keep taking care everyone. God bless you all. Margaret.
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Word Search
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Happy New Year!
One of my pleasures at the beginning of a New Year is hanging
up my new calendar. I have three, but the one I’d especially like
to tell you about is the Scottish Bible Society one, called the
“Bible-a-month Partnership”.
I was introduced to this about 15 years ago, and invited to sign
up to donate £5 a month to “help put the Bible into people’s
hands and hearts – in languages they understand, in a format
that is accessible and at an affordable price – even to those
living in considerable poverty.”
I’m so glad I did sign up. Every month, as I turn the calendar to
a new page, I learn about amazing people in different corners
of the world. I pray for them, and I pray for the work of the
Scottish Bible Society, and am thankful to be able to play a
small part in it.
To give you a flavour, last year, among other things, I read
about Audio Bibles being supplied to blind and partially-sighted
people in Nepal, teenagers in El Salvador being helped to choose
a good path in life, and to avoid the prevailing gang culture, a
specially translated Bible for Children in Russian, being
distributed in Moldova, not forgetting the work in Scotland,
especially among young people, using resources in new formats
such as audio and film to reach younger generations.
This January, I opened my new calendar to read about a young
visually-impaired woman in Mongolia, who has learned to read
the Bible in Braille. “When I read the Bible in Braille it is more
interesting and alive” she says. I feel as if I have met someone
from Mongolia!
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If you’d be interested in having a look at my Bible-a-month
calendar do contact me. I‘d love to show it to you. No obligation
to sign up of course, but maybe – like me – you will feel
irresistibly drawn to help this work.
If so, I guarantee you will find yourself blessed by being a part
of it.
Margaret Whewell
01261 843 125 or email: margaret.whewell@btopenworld.com
Here are the answers to the Bible Pairs quiz in the last issue of
Focus. How many did you get?
JOMASERPHY
CJOASLHEUBA
ADEAVEM
GODALVIAITDH
BROUTAHZ
JESACAOUB
SIPLAUASL
DESLAIMSLOANH
CABAIELN
ABSRAAHRAMAH
MOAASREONS
PARIQUISCILLALA
MAMARRTYHA
SANAPAPNHIIRAAS
ISISHAMAAECL
RACLEHEALH
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Joseph and Mary
Caleb and Joshua
Adam and Eve
Goliath and David
Boaz and Ruth
Jacob and Esau
Silas and Paul
Delilah and Samson
Cain and Abel
Abraham and Sarah
Moses and Aaron
Aquila and Priscilla
Mary and Martha
Ananias and Sapphira
Isaac and Ishmael
Rachel and Leah

Please contact Olwen Christie (Pastoral
Care Convener) on 01261 843 680 if you
know of anyone who is ill at home or in
hospital (especially Dr Gray’s in Elgin as
we are not notified).

A Christian book lending
library is available in the
meeting room in the Church
A diary of local events has been placed
Centre
in the Portsoy Ice Cream Shop for use
by everyone. This will enable event If you see something you
organisers to check that the date and fancy reading, just put your
time of their event will not clash with name in the register, borrow
another already planned.
the book and sign it back in
when you’re finished.
Please pass this on to any other local
groups. To work effectively everyone
will need to check the diary and ensure
their own event is entered in it.

Community Diary:

PRAYER CIRCLE
Name: ………………………………………………………………………........................................................
(Not necessary)
Please pray for: ……………………………………………………………………………...............................
………………………………………………………………………………..............................................................
...............................................................................................................................................
Please place completed slip in box at church door or hand to the minister or
Edith Stuart.
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Minister

Rev. John Gow
Tel: 01261 838 506
E-mail: jgow@churchofscotland.org.uk

Session Clerk

Mrs Yvonne McKay, Bayview, Sandend.
Tel: 07592 395 581
E-mail: Yvonne@therealmckay.co.uk

Treasurer

Mr Raymond Wilson 5 St Tarquin’s Place,
Fordyce, AB45 2SH Tel: 01261 842204
E-mail: raymondwilsonpfp@btinternet.com

Gift Aid Convener

Mr Ian Whewell, Eynhallow, 14 South High
Street, Portsoy. Tel:01261 843 125
E-mail: ian.whewell@btinternet.com

Church Website

Mr Ian Whewell - as above

Church Centre Convener
(For bookings)

Mr Ian Whewell - as above

Centre Caretaker

Mrs Sarah Willis, 40, Gordon Crescent,
Portsoy Tel:01261 843 928 or
07756 53 5731
E-mail: sarahsfamily@btinternet.com

Focus

Mrs Johanna Sturrock
21 Hill Street, Portsoy. Tel: 07766 390 318
E-mail: unicornathome@gmail.com
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DIRECTORY (CONTINUED)
Pastoral Care Group Convener

Olwen Christie

01261 843680

Outreach Group Convener

Paul Williams

01261 842338

Finance & Property Group Convener

Ian Whewell

01261 843125

Social Group Convener

Helen D’Arcy

01261 842340

Administration Group Convener

Anne McArthur

01261 842474

10.30am in the Church Centre every Sunday and
on line on the Weekly Video page of the Church
website
(refreshments served after Sunday services)

Please join us for all are welcome

Website—http://www.portsoychurch.org
+++
Scottish Charity No: SC 000522
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