PORTSOY CHURCH
FAMILY NEWS 28/12/25

Welcome to our weekly news bulletin, keeping you up to date with the latest information on what’s
happening in Church life in Portsoy, Fordyce and Sandend and also giving you a digest of John’s
sermon for the week. It is also available on the CFN page of the Church website.

If you know of someone in the community who isn’t online and would like a copy delivered,
please contact John on 07941 511192.

Weekly Prayer Topic

'The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and
seen.’' Luke 2:20

Some of the shepherds must have had to have stayed to look after the sheep, so give thanks for
those who spent Christmas Day working while others could rest and celebrate: those who cared for
the sick and vulnerable in hospitals and care homes, who ensured essential services continued, who
served others so that families could gather in comfort. May they know the depth of our gratitude and
may God richly bless them.

Church Christmas Decorations: We will be taking down the Christmas Decorations in the Church
on Saturday 3™ January at 10.00am. All help gratefully received.

Focus Magazine: The December to January edition of Focus the Church magazine is out now.
Spare copies are available in the vestibule for those who do not have the magazine delivered.

Coffee ‘n Company: Coffee ‘n Company is currently taking a break until the New Year. Coffee ‘n
Company is usually every Tuesday morning from 10.00am until 12 noon. Please come along and
enjoy a cup of coffee or tea, scone and pancakes and a time to catch up with friends old and new.

Message from John

John 1: 1-14

There's a disorienting feeling about these days between Christmas and New Year, isn't there? The
recycling bin's overflowing with wrapping paper, there are leftovers in the fridge, and the big day
we've been preparing for since October is suddenly behind us.

As far as the church is concerned, we've sung the carols, we've lit the candles, we've heard the story.
The thing is, though, the story doesn't end at the manger. Christmas isn't the grand finale, it's just the
opening scene.

The Gospel of John doesn't mention the birth of Jesus at all. He doesn't give us angels or shepherds
or a manger. What he gives us is something bigger. He gives us the reminder that the child we've
been singing about is the Light that still shines, the Word that still speaks, the life that still grows in
us.

We treat Christmas like a finish line. The presents have been given; the dinner has been eaten. But
for Mary and Joseph, for the shepherds, for the angels and for the world, Christmas Day was only the
beginning.

The angels' message wasn't "Good news for today only, this offer expires at midnight." It was: "To
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you is born a Saviour." And a Saviour's not a seasonal decoration. A Saviour is someone who keeps
on saving.

The light that shone over Bethlehem didn't go out on Boxing Day (okay, | know there was no such
thing as Boxing Day back then!). And the light that shines for us at Christmas doesn't flicker out when
the decorations come down.

The shepherds didn't just say "Well, that was lovely" and head back to their sheep. They went quickly
to see what God was doing. After they'd seen the child, they returned glorifying and praising God.
Christmas didn't end for them when the angels stopped singing. It started.

Maybe we imagine that after the shepherds left, Mary and Joseph had a peaceful night. But any
parent knows that after the visitors go home, the real work begins. All the feeding and the changing,
the settling and the worrying and the wondering.

And the baby in this particular manger grew into the man who taught, who healed, who forgave, who
welcomed, who challenged, and who ultimately gave his life for the world. The first Christmas was the
beginning of that story. The manger was like a doorway that God stepped into our world through, and
though which he continues to invite us to step into a new way of living.

We don't need to keep the tinsel up until March or eat mince pies for breakfast. But we can carry
Christmas forward in ways that matter. We can carry the tenderness of Christmas into the ordinary
days. We can carry the generosity of Christmas into the quieter weeks. We can carry the hope of
Christmas into the uncertain places. We can carry the light of Christmas into the darker corners of our
world.

Think about Ebenezer Scrooge after he'd been visited by the ghosts. The real miracle isn't what
happens to us at Christmas, but what happens through us afterwards. Scrooge wakes up on
Christmas morning with the same house, the same job, the same neighbours, but with a completely
different heart. He goes out into the same old streets carrying new compassion, new generosity, new
joy, promising to honour Christmas in his heart and try to keep it all year.
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