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At the time you’re reading this, Easter Sunday will be just a 

few days away – or, perhaps, it was a few days ago. Easter 

comes (or came) early this year, but I wonder if you know why? 
 

The answer is that Easter Sunday falls on the first Sunday 

after the first full moon following the vernal equinox. Which is 

all well and good, but what’s the vernal equinox? Well, it’s the 

first day of spring, which is usually 21st March – which means 

that, if there’s a full moon on that day, the earliest Easter can 

possibly be is 22nd March. It does happen, occasionally – very 

occasionally. None of us were around to see it the last time 

though, it was back in 1818, and we won’t be around to see the 

next time either, as that’ll be in 2285! Even having Easter as 

early as 31st March is relatively rare – it happened in 2002 and 

2013 as well as this year, but the next time won’t be until 2086. 
 

And, of course, this year Easter Sunday will be (or was, 

depending on when you’re reading this) an hour shorter than 

usual, making it all the more unusual. 
 

All of this still doesn’t answer why, though, does it? Why can’t 

Easter be on the same day every year? Christmas Day, is, after 

all. Well, the answer is because Easter Sunday is linked to the 

Jewish Passover and when the Passover was instigated, 

astronomy and the state of the moon mattered much more than 

they do nowadays. That’s the short answer – we’d need a few 

more pages in this issue of Focus if I were to give you the long 

one! 

A Message from the 

Manse 
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But whatever the reason for the date that Easter falls upon, it 

remains one of the most important dates – probably the most 

important – in the Christian calendar. Because it’s the day on 

which our whole belief system is based, the day on which we 

remember the resurrection of Jesus. It’s the day that He rose 

again. And in our part of the world, whether it’s late or early 

Easter always falls in springtime, a time of renewal and re-

growth – so whatever date it falls on, it's the perfect reminder 

to us that new life, through Jesus, is there for us all. 

 

Every blessing, and Happy Easter.  

John 
 

If you need me for anything or you’d just like to call for a chat, 

my numbers are 01261 838506 and 07941 511192, or drop me 

an email at jgow@churchofscotland.org.uk 
 

Christian Aid Week 2024 
 

This year Christian Aid week runs from 12th—18th May and 

the theme is “Push back on Poverty”. 

   

We will here about people like Aline. Abused, homeless and 

hungry,Aline was on the brink of survival in Burundi. 

But she transformed her life with a little help from Christian 

Aid, and secured a vital income and a home for her and her 

children. 
 

Help push back against the inhumanity of poverty this May and 

give your support. There will be donation envelopes in the 

Church and at Coffee ‘n’ Company during the week and for a 

short while after. Please give generously. 
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Flower Rota 
 

 April               May                                June 

7 Margaret Whewell  5 Helenor Henderson 2 Anne McArthur  

14 Edith Stuart          12 FF                        9 Yvonne McKay 

21 FF                          19 Cullen                   16 FF        

28 Eileen Brown         26 Helen D’Arcy        23 Cornhill 

                                                                   30 Sheila McKay 
 

Many thanks to all who donate to the Flower Fund. This allows 

us to have beautiful flowers in church each Sunday, which we 

gift to members of the community after the service. 

If you would like to join the flower rota, and place flowers in 

the Church for the Sunday service please let Margaret know. 

More volunteers are always welcome.(01261 843125) 

FF = Flower Fund 
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WELCOME TEAMS 

10.00am Portsoy Church Centre  
 

April 

7 April             Helen D’Arcy & Yvonne McKay  

14 April            Moira McKenzie & Sheila McKay  

21 April           Margaret Whewell & Olwen Christie  

28 April          Edith Stuart & Eileen Brown  

 

May 

5 May            Helen D’Arcy & Yvonne McKay  

12 May            Moira McKenzie & Sheila McKay  

19 May            Cullen 

26 May           Margaret Whewell & Olwen Christie  

 

June 

2 June             Edith Stuart & Eileen Brown  

9 June             Helen D’Arcy & Yvonne McKay  

16 June           Moira McKenzie & Sheila McKay  

23 June           Cornhill 

30 June           Margaret Whewell & Olwen Christie  

If any of the dates are unsuitable please ensure you 

arrange a swap. 

Funerals 
 

8 February:  George Clark 

22 February: Lynda Vann 

4 March:   Colin Murray 

7 March:   John Birch 
   

Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 
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"We love Him because He first loved us." 1 John4:19  
 

No one has to earn God's love. No one has to jump through 

hoops to earn His acceptance. No one has to crawl on his hands 

and  knees to compensate for past sins. No one has to do such 

things because God already loves us.  He has shown His love for 

us by the sacrifice of His Son.  
 

The bible states, "God demonstrates His own love toward us, in 

that while we were still sinners,  Christ died for us" (Romans 

5:8) Through the suffering of Jesus, we see the terribleness 

of our rebellion and the extent of God's love for us.   
 

All we must do to experience His love is believe that He has 

done for us what we could not do for ourselves. (Romans 4:5) 

The answer is not to try harder to please God but to trust what 

Christ has done for us.  God's love is offered to us as a gift, 

not a reward  (Ephesians 8:10). 
 

The apostle Paul wrote,  " If we confess with our mouth the 

Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God raised Him from 

the dead, you will be saved." (Romans 10:10-13) That's how 

much God loves us. 
 

Sometimes we face struggles  in life, and we are tempted to 

think that God has forgotten us.  We may believe that God no 

longer loves us.  But God's love for us is as broad as the open 

arms of Christ on the cross.  
 

When we repent and receive Jesus' gift of amazing love, He 

becomes our Saviour, Lord, Teacher and  Friend. Looking for 

someone to love you? Jesus loves us more than anyone else 

possibly could. 
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God,  thank You for loving us so much.  We realise that in our 

thoughts and actions we have broken Your holy law. We believe 

that You sent Your Son Jesus to take the punishment that we 

deserved. We believe He died for us and rose again. We now 

accept Your loving offer of forgiveness. 

 

Amen 

Please contact John on 01261 

838506 and 07941 511192, or 

drop him an email at 

jgow@churchofscotland.org.uk 

if you know of anyone who is ill 

at home or in hospital (especially Dr Gray’s in Elgin as we are 

not notified). 
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Answers to last issue’s crossword 

Across - Mixed, River, Drawn, News, Songs, Women, Noah, 

Harps, Heart, Tower. 

Down - Moved, Drown, Roots, Ruins, Noon, Sigh, Weigh, Night, 

Habit 
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Portsoy Church Guild 
 

The April meeting of our Guild on 2nd April will be the last of 

the 2023 – 2024 session, and will be our AGM. Anne McArthur 

is kindly organising some entertainment for us. As I type this 

bulletin I am still in suspense as to what form it will take but I 

have no doubt that it will be very enjoyable. 
 

Please come to the AGM with ideas for the year ahead, 

speakers you may have heard and think others would be 

interested to hear too, organisations that you would like to 

hear about, so that we can begin to plan for the Session which 

will begin in September. 
 

Please also consider our summer activities – are we going to do 

the Boat Festival Teas this year, and how about our Thrift 

Week. Both of these were very successful last year, and they 

are our main fundraisers for both the church and the Guild 

Projects. They do require a lot of planning and energy though – 

can we do it again? 
 

Also, a date for your diaries – on Tuesday 14th May we are 

hosting the Guilds Together Coffee Evening starting at 7pm, 

and Beyond Boyndie are coming to sing and play for us. This 

event is open to everyone, not just Guild members, so please 

bring your friends and family. Entry will be by donation on the 

door. 
 

And please remember that you don’t have to be a Guild member 

to join us at any of our regular meetings. We’d be delighted for 

you come along at any time. 
 

Margaret Whewell 
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Funny, Isn’t It? 
 

It’s funny how we can't think of anything to say when we pray, 

but don't have any trouble thinking of things to say to a friend. 
 

It’s funny how hard it is to read a chapter in the Bible, but how 

easy it is to read 100 pages of a best selling novel. 
 

It’s funny how people want to get a front row seat at any game 

or concert, but immediately head for the back seats at church 

services. 
 

It’s funny how we need 2 or 3 weeks advance notice to fit a 

church event into our schedule, but can adjust our schedule for 

other events at the last moment. 
 

It’s funny how hard it is for people to learn a simple gospel 

passage well enough to tell others, but how simple it is for the 

same people to understand and repeat gossip. 
 

It’s funny how we believe what the newspapers say, but 

question what the Bible says. 
 

It’s funny how everyone wants to go to heaven provided they 

don’t have to believe, or to think, or to say, or do anything. 
 

It’s funny a silly video can go viral, but when you start sending 

messages regarding Jesus, people think twice about sharing. 
 

Funny, isn’t it?         Are you laughing?       Are you thinking? 

FOCUS DEADLINE 

The next edition of Focus will cover June 2024 to July 

2024. Please let Johanna Sturrock have articles and any 

photographs for inclusion no later than Sunday 19 May. 

unicornathome@gmail.com.  
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Minister                  Rev. John Gow 

           Tel:  01261 838 506 

            E-mail: jgow@churchofscotland.org.uk  

 

Session Clerk             Mrs Yvonne McKay, 11 The Steadings,    

         Findochty, AB56 Tel: 07592 395 581 

                                     E-mail: Yvonne@therealmckay.co.uk 

                  

Treasurer      Mr Raymond Wilson 5 St Tarquin’s Place,  

         Fordyce, AB45 2SH Tel: 01261 842204  

          E-mail: raymondwilsonpfp@btinternet.com 

 

Gift Aid Convener   Mr Ian Whewell,  Eynhallow, 14 South High                   

         Street, Portsoy. Tel:01261 843 125  

            E-mail: ian.whewell@btinternet.com 

 

Church Website   Mr Ian Whewell - as above 

 

Church Centre Convener Mr Ian Whewell - as above  

(For bookings) 

 

Centre Caretaker   Mrs Sarah Willis, 40, Gordon Crescent,   

         Portsoy Tel:01261 843 928 or      

         07756 53 5731 

         E-mail: sarahsfamily@btinternet.com 

 

Focus Editor     Mrs Johanna Sturrock  

            21 Hill Street, Portsoy. Tel: 07766 390 318 

            E-mail: unicornathome@gmail.com 
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10.30am at the Church Centre every Sunday 

 

Except for the following joint service: 

19th May 10.30am at Cullen Hall Church 

 

(refreshments served after Sunday services) 
 

Please see the Community notice board for any 

special services 
 

Please join us for all are welcome 

 
(All services in the Church Centre are live-

streamed on the following web-page https://

www.portsoychurch.org/weekly-video) 

Website—http://www.portsoychurch.org 

+++ 

Scottish Charity No: SC 000522 

Easter Services 

Good Friday 29th March 7pm 

Easter Sunday 31st March 9am at St Comb’s Well 

Easter Sunday 31st March 10.30am  


