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Parish Post  
1st February 2026  

Welcome to your Parish Post, a roundup  of all that’s happening this week in and around 
the churches of Cornhill, Cullen and Portsoy , and giving you the chance  to read a digested 
version on John’s Sunday message.  If you ’d like a copy emailed to you or delivered to your 
home, please let John know on 07941 511192 or jgow@churchofscotland.org.uk  

Verse of the Week 

‘The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want .’ 

Even when life feels scattered, you ’re being led with care.  You’re not walking your path  alone.  

This Week 

Mon 2nd Feb:  Monday Prayers at 8.30am in Portsoy Church Centre  

Movie Monday at 2pm in Portsoy Church Centre.  This week, showing ‘Maid in 
Manhattan’, with an intermission halfway through for tea/coffee.  

Tues 3rd Feb:  Coffee ‘n Company from 10am to 12 noon in Portsoy Church Centre  

Portsoy Guild meets at 2pm in Portsoy Church Centre, with this month’s guest 
Gordon Cruden, who’ll be speaking on ‘Giving the Vulnerable a Chance.’  

CAOSS Youth meets in Cornhill Church Hall from 6.30 -8pm.  All those interested 
in playing a musical instrument will be most welcome.  

Wed 4 th Feb:  Service in Durnhythe Nursing Home , Portsoy  at 3pm.  

Thurs  5th Feb:  Coffee Corner  in Cornhill Church Hall from 10am to 11.30am.  

Fri 6 th Feb:  The Well Café in Portsoy Church Centre from 9.15 to 11.15am. 

Sun 8 th Feb:  Sunday Services with John in Cornhill at 9.30am and Portsoy at 11am  (no 
service in Cullen)  

Looking Ahead  

Tues 10th Feb: Cornhill Guild meets at 7pm in the Church Hall at 7pm , when they ’ll be looking at 
Guild projects . 

Wed 11th Feb: Service in Wa kefield Nursing Home, Cullen at 2p m. 

Wed 18th Feb: Soup & Pancake Lunch in Cullen Hall Church from 12 noon to 2pm.  Volunteers to 
help would be much app reciated – contact Kay Gauld  if you ’re availa ble. 
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This Week’s Word  

Hebrews 11:1–11 

There are moments in the life of a church when the future feels both exciting and uncertain. Times when 
we sense that God ’s doing something new, even if we can’t see the full shape of it  yet. As a newly-formed 
union of parishes, we’re standing in one of those moments now — hopeful, expectant, and maybe a wee 
bit unsure. And into moments like this, Hebrews 11 speaks with real clarity.  

The writer of Hebrews is addressing people who were nervous about what lay ahead. They needed the 
reminder that faith doesn’t mean having all the answers. Faith is trusting the One who walks beside us 
and ahead of us at the same time. “ Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not 
seen.” It’s not wishful thinking or pretending everything is fine. It’s choosing to live as if God’s promises 
are true, even before we see the evidence.  

The chapter gives us a series of portraits , of  ordinary people whose trust in God shaped their lives. We 
begin with Abel. His story is short and ends tragically, yet Hebrews remembers him for one thing: he 
offered God his best. Not because he knew what would happen, but because he trusted God enough to 
give generously. His faith wasn’t dramatic; it was quiet, sincere, and real, the kind of faith many of us 
live out ev ery day. 

Then comes Enoch. We’re told almost nothing about him except that he “ walked with God .” No great 
achievements, no heroic moments, just steady, daily faithfulness. For a new union like ours, that’s a 
timely reminder. The future isn’t built on grand gestures but on ordinary people showing up, walking 
with God, and walking with one another.  

Noah’s faith looks different again. His story is dramatic, but Hebrews highlights the moment before the 
flood , when God told him to build an ark under a clear blue sky. Noah obeyed before he understood. 
Sometimes faith is like that: acting on God’s call even when the reasons aren’t visible  yet. In a way, that’s 
what we’re doing now, we’re building something new, trusting that God sees what we can’t.  

Then the writer tells us about Abraham, whose whole life is a picture of trust. God says, “ Go to the land 
I will show you ,” and Abraham goes, without a map, without a plan, without knowing how the journey 
will unfold. He wasn’t trusting in a place or a structure; he was trusting in God’s promise. As we navigate 
buildings, budgets, rotas, and practicalities, Abraham reminds u s that our confidence isn’t in perfect 
plans but in a faithful God who leads us forward.  

And then there’s Sarah, who laughed at God’s promise because it seemed impossible. Yet she discovered 
that God’s promises don’t depend on our strength but on His. She “ received power”. God gave her what 
she lacked. As we move forward, there’ll be moments when we feel stretched or unsure, but Sarah 
reminds us that God breathes new life into tired places and uncertain people.  

Together, these stories show that faith isn’t one -size-fits -all. Abel gives his best. Enoch walks steadily. 
Noah acts before he understands. Abraham steps out without a map. Sarah receives strength she didn’t 
have. Faith looks different in each of them, bu t the heart is the same: trusting God enough to take the 
next step.  

We don’t need to see the whole path. We just need to trust the One who’s already in the future we’re 
heading toward s. As we build this new thing together, we’re not doing it alone. We walk in the footsteps 
of countless people of faith who trusted God with their unknowns. Now it’s our turn to do the same and 
we’ll do it step by step, shoulder to shoulder, trusting the Go d who ’s always been faithful and always 
will be. 


