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PORTSOY CHURCH    

FAMILY NEWS 16/11/25 
Welcome to our weekly news bulletin, keeping you up to date with the latest information on what’s 
happening in Church life in Portsoy, Fordyce and Sandend and also giving you a digest of John’s 
sermon for the week. It is also available on the CFN page of the Church website.  
If you know of someone in the community who isn’t online and would like a copy delivered, 
please contact John on 07941 511192.  
 

Weekly Prayer Topic 
  

"Just as each of us has one body with many members… so in Christ we, though many, form 
one body, and each member belongs to all the others." Romans 12:4–5 

Ask God in prayer that He would open our eyes to the gifts He has placed among us, prompting us to 
use them not for ourselves alone but for the good of the whole body.  Pray that our Union with 
Cornhill and Cullen would be marked by cooperation and care, so that together we reflect the unity of 
Christ. 

 
Movie Monday: By popular demand Movie Mondays are back most Monday afternoons for the 
winter. Our first Movie Monday will be this Monday 17th November starting at 2pm in the meeting 
room. Our first film of the winter will be the classic musical ‘High Society’ starring Bing Crosby, Frank 
Sinatra and Grace Kelly. If you haven’t seen it yet you will enjoy it and if you have seen it you’ll know 
it is worth watching again! Come along and enjoy the film in the warmth with company and tea coffee 
and a snack at the interval.  

Coffee ‘n Company Coffee ‘n Company is every Tuesday morning from 10.00am until 12 noon. 
Please come along and enjoy a cup of coffee or tea, scone and pancakes and a time to catch up with 
friends old and new.  

Well Café: Every Friday during term time from 9.15 to 11.15 providing free tea, coffee, fruit and 
snacks together with a play area for the children. 

Monday Prayers: Our morning prayer meeting takes place every Monday at 8.30am in the Church 
Centre. Please join us for this short informal gathering. 

Message from John 

We live in a culture that places huge importance on independence and self-reliance. From an early 
age, we’re taught to stand on our own two feet, to prove ourselves capable, to take pride in what we 
can accomplish by ourselves. The thing is though, when we look around us we see how much richer 
and stronger life becomes when people work together. A team on the sports field, playing for each 
other; a choir singing in harmony; neighbours lending a hand to one another in times of need – they 
all remind us that cooperation is good. By ourselves, our efforts can feel heavy, but together, our 
burdens are shared. 
 

That’s what the apostle Paul is talking about in Romans 12:4–5: “Just as each of us has one body 
with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we, though 
many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.” It’s a powerful image! God made 
us not as solitary beings but as members of a living, breathing body. Each of us carries gifts talents, 
unique perspectives and experiences that enrich the whole. When we choose to work with those 
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around us, we reflect the unity of Christ’s body, and we show the world a glimpse of God’s design for 
community. 
 

Jesus demonstrated the importance of companionship as well. In Mark 6:7 we read that He sent His 
disciples out in pairs. He knew that encouragement, accountability, and resilience would come from 
walking the road together. Cooperation isn’t just a practical arrangement. It teaches us humility, it lets 
us realise we can’t do everything ourselves. It teaches us patience, as we learn to listen and adapt to 
one another. And it teaches us love, as we discover the joy of serving and being served. 
 

Maybe think for a moment about your own gifts. Maybe you’ve got a talent for listening, for 
organising, for teaching, or for offering a warm welcome? Do you ever consider how those gifts might 
support someone else? Or the other way around, how their gifts might strengthen yours? When we 
open ourselves to this mutual exchange, we find God’s presence in community. We begin to see the 
Kingdom of God, where we’re all joined in harmony, each part valued and needed. 
 

In our church in Portsoy we see this truth lived out week by week in the volunteers at Coffee & 
Company and the Well Cafe, the senior members of our church who guide us with wisdom, or the 
quiet prayers offered by those who can’t be physically present. Every contribution matters. Every act 
of service, no matter how small, builds up the body of Christ. 
 

As we move forward into our Union with Cornhill and Cullen, let’s celebrate not just what we can 
achieve individually, but the beauty of what we do together. Let’s be a people who share burdens and 
joys alike. Let’s reflect the unity of Christ in all we do. 
  
In working together, we’ll do more than just get the job done, we’ll bear witness to the God who calls 
us into community together, and we’ll shine as a living sign of His Kingdom on earth. 
 


