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As I sat down to write for this issue of Focus, the 75 Club had 
begun their annual setting up of the Christmas lights in Portsoy 
and as you read what I’ve written, no doubt the lights will be 
shining brightly. I’m sure we’ve all got our favourites, maybe 
yours is the ‘Ho, Ho, Ho’ as you enter Seafield Street from the 
east or perhaps the Cinderella coach and horses next to the Co-
op? My favourite is the star on the Church Centre tower. I 
have to admit it took my breath away the first time I saw it 
shining against the darkness of the sky and I’m sure it always 
will.  
 

Christmas lights were always a source of frustration in our 
house when I was growing up. The problem was that they’d be 
packed away at the start of January by my dad, always in a bit 
of a hurry, and by the time they were brought out again the 
next December there would always be at least one or two of 
the wee bulbs that had stopped working. And dad would have to 
check every single one of them, because if one wouldn’t light up 
the rest wouldn’t either! I hope the 75 Club don’t have that 
problem. Thankfully the one I bought for the manse last year is 
fibre optic so hopefully I won’t – I’ll find out when I take it out 
of the box in a week or two’s time! 
 

Maybe by the time you’re reading this you’ll already have your 
Christmas tree up and the lights on, and maybe lights outside 
the house too? There’s a house in Turriff I’ve passed a few 
times that’s been all lit up since at least September – that’s a 
bit much for me, but each to their own! Maybe you don’t have a 

A Message from the 
Manse 
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tree or lights at all and that’s okay, that’s just fine. 
 

What’s most important is that you have a light in your life. It 
doesn’t matter how many lights or stars or Cinderella coaches 
shine in the street or on the buildings, it doesn’t matter how 
many bauble-bedecked and tinsel-teeming trees are displayed in 
our homes, none of them can hold a candle to the light of God in 
our lives. And that’s what we remember at Christmas, that God 
came to us as one of us, to be that light – and it’s a light that 
keeps on working, year after year after year. 
 

‘The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it.’ (John 1:5) 
 

Every blessing to you, and have a happy, happy Christmas. 
 

If you need me for anything or if you just want to call for a 
chat, you can reach me at the manse on 01261 838 506. 
 

John 

Did you know…? 
 

Some folk get very upset when Christmas is shortened to 
Xmas, but really it’s not worth getting worked up about 
as both of them are perfectly fine!  Most of the New 
Testament was written in Greek and in Greek the letter 
‘X’ is the first letter of Jesus’ name, Χριστός, and it’s 
been used as an abbreviation for centuries, for much 
longer than most of our Christmas traditions.  So carry 
on writing Happy Xmas, if it’s good enough for the 
ancient Greeks it’s good enough for us! 



4 

 

 

Warm Welcome 
 

During the cold winter months in addition 
to our usual Coffee ’n Company every 
Tuesday at 10am we are opening the 

meeting room in the Church Centre from 
10am till 3pm every day offering 

everyone a ‘warm welcome’. 
Free teas, coffees, soups and snacks are 

available on a help yourself basis. 
Feel free to come in for a warming drink 
and a chat or just to sit quietly in the 
warm with a book or jigsaw. Just please 
yourself. Make yourself at home. Our 

house is your house. 

Did you also know….? 
The Christmas wreath first originated as a symbol of 
Christ. The holly represents the crown of thorns Jesus 
wore at his crucifixion and the red berries stand for the 
blood he shed. So when you see a wreath this holiday, 
you'll remember the reason for the season! 
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WELCOME TEAMS 

10.30am Portsoy Church Centre  
 

4 December  Moira McKenzie & Sheila McKay 
11 December  Margaret Whewell & Olwen Christie 
18 December  Edith Stuart & Eileen Brown 
25 December      Helen D’Arcy & Yvonne McKay 
 

 1 January          Moira McKenzie & Sheila McKay 
8 January          Margaret Whewell & Olwen Christie 
15 January          Edith Stuart & Eileen Brown 
22 January          Helen D’Arcy & Yvonne McKay 
29 January       Moira McKenzie & Sheila McKay 
 

 5 February       Margaret Whewell & Olwen Christie  
12 February      Edith Stuart & Eileen Brown 
19 February       Helen D’Arcy & Yvonne McKay 
26 February      Moira McKenzie & Sheila McKay 

If any of the dates are unsuitable please ensure you arrange a 
swap. 

Many thanks to all who donate to the Flower Fund. This allows us 
to have beautiful flowers in church each Sunday, which we gift to 
members of the community after the service. 
If you would like to join the flower rota, please let Margaret 
know. (01261 843 125) 

FLOWER LIST 
 December      January     February 
 

4 Olwen Christie              1 Edith Stuart                  5 Anne McArther 
11 Margaret Whewell       8 Eileen Brown               12 Yvonne McKay     
18 Christmas FF              15 Helenor Henderson    19 Sheila McKay 
25 Christmas FF              22  FF                            26 FF 
                                        29 Helen D’Arcy 
 FF = Flower Fund        
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Portsoy Church Guild 
 

The Guild met on 1st November and enjoyed a very interesting 
talk by Alisdair Munro about the Vine Trust and its work 
helping to build the “Village of Hope” in Tanzania. 
 

Our next meeting is our Christmas Lunch on 8th December, to 
be held in the Meeting Room at the Church Centre, and which I 
am sure we are all looking forward to. 
 

There will be no meeting in January, so our first meeting of the 
New Year will be on 7th February, when Vicky Priest (who I’m 
sure some of you know!) is coming to speak to us about her job 
as a Paramedic. 
 

Please do let a member of the Planning Group know of any 
suggestions for speakers for our Guild, or topics you would like 
us to include in the 2023-2024 Session. It’s not as far off as it 
sounds! 
 

Best wishes to you all, Margaret (Whewell) 
 

Planning Group: Margaret, Yvonne McKay, Janet Hamilton, 
Allana McKay, Ian Whewell, John Gow. 

 
And did you also know….? 
 

Jingle Bells was the first song ever played in space – the 
first we know of, at least!  The crew of NASA’s Gemini 
6A got into the holiday spirit on 16th December in 1965 
and astronaut Wally Schirra played it on his harmonica, 
accompanied by Tom Stafford shaking some sleigh bells. 
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Dates for your Diary 
(All in the Church Centre onless otherwise 

stated) 
 

Sunday 4th December at 7pm  
Service of Remembering for those who have suffered 

loss or are parted from loved ones 
 

Saturday 17th December at 2pm 
Teas and Carols  

 
Saturday 24th December at 6pm 

Carol Service in Fordyce Village Hall 
 

Saturday 24th December at 11.15pm 
Watchnight Service 

 
Sunday 25th December at 10.30am 

Christmas Family Service 
 

Funerals 
 

13 October  James Milne 
 

Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 



8 

 

“Having gifts that differ according to the grace given us, let us 
use them.” Romans 12:6  

 
Do we take the time to evaluate the gifts we have been given?. 
Do we know how many we have?. Quite a number of years ago 
our church ran a Times and Talents campaign. We were given 
cards to list which gifts we thought we had. At the end we 
were given a very extensive list of examples---and what a 
variety there were. Some we could relate to and others we had 
never thought of.  
 

Soon we will be celebrating Christmas when we will be giving 
loved ones and friends our gifts. We will spend time trying to 
get the right one for each of them. Will it be useful.? Will it be 
enough.? Will it be too big or too small?. Most importantly, will 
they love it or reject it? 
 

“God Loves to give gifts” as I read on a leaflet. Some gifts can 
be hands on ones but God gave more special ones. A time to 
remember the “Fruits of the Spirit” which we can read about in 
Galatians 5:22 and put into use. 
 

What about a smile or kind word to brighten up a friend or 
stranger’s day?. A forgiving heart and love?. A hug or kiss to 
comfort those in need?. Friendship, a hand shake, a listening 
ear?. A problem shared is a problem halved. Patience, kindness-
--the list goes on and on. God gave us these gifts in abundance.  
 

What about the greatest gift that He gave us? It was the most 
precious one in the giving of His only Son, Jesus, to be our 
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Saviour and friend. This is what we will be celebrating in a few 
weeks time. No one has been given a better gift in love. That 
wonderful verse in John 3:16, “For God so loved the world, that 
he gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him will not 
perish but have eternal life”, says it all. All that we could ever 
ask for has been given to us in the perfect gift of God. It is 
available to us all and we have to be willing to accept what is 
given in grace. 
 

Lord, we thank You for the many gifts, practical and spiritual, 
which You have bestowed on us. Please help us to use them to 
Your glory and for the love of others. Forgive us for the times 
we have neglected to do so. 
 

Father, we thank You for showing Yourself as the greatest 
giver of all. You are behind every good and perfect gift” (James 
1:17) 
 

Amen 
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Cartoon Corner 
 

 

FOCUS DEADLINE 

The next edition of Focus will cover February 2023 to 
March 2023. Please let Johanna Sturrock have articles and 
any photographs for inclusion no later than Sunday 21 
January. unicornathome@gmail.com.  
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Portsoy Church Fairtrade 
 

As always, many thanks for all the support you give to our 
Fairtrade Stall. It makes the effort of setting up and 
dismantling very rewarding and worthwhile. 
 

Over the years we have sent donations to Traidcraft Exchange 
to help them support new Fairtrade enterprises overseas, 
helping many skilled and gifted people to make a fair wage by 
their hard work. Recently we have sent a donation from the 
proceeds of our stall to Transform Trade. Just to reassure 
you, in case you have missed the announcements, this is the 
same organisation doing the same good work, but under a new 
name. 
 

I hope to continue with the weekly stall at Coffee and Company 
throughout December, where you can buy Christmas cards, 
other greetings cards, coffee, tea biscuits etc. (And mustn’t 
forget chocolate!!) 
 

Also there will be a larger stall after the church service on 4th 
December where you may find some solutions to your Christmas 
gift problems, or some lovely Christmas items to treat yourself 
to! However, as I have often said, the stall is “open all hours” 
for sales when it’s not in the Church Centre. Just phone (or 
email) with any requests or queries and I’ll do my very best to 
supply your needs. 
 

With best wishes for a blessed Fairtrade Christmas. 
Margaret 
(margaret.whewell@btopenworld.com Tel: 01261 843125) 
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Christmas Remembering 
 

Crowded streets, December hurries, 
Wrapping up warm to meet the snow flurries. 

Christmas songs on full rotation  
In the shops and on radio stations. 

Trees and cards and baubles and bells, 
Christmas parties in expensive hotels. 

 
We all get caught up in the festive rush, 

But there’s times when we just need find some hush 
And a quiet place to take some time to reflect, 

Take time to remember and take time to connect 
With what Christmas means and with those that we’re missing – 

This is a time, too, for fond reminiscing. 
 

Amid all the hustle and bustle to come, 
There’s always moments when we need to succumb 

To the indulgence of memory and sweet recollection 
Of those who’re not here, with endless affection. 

As just like our faith in God won’t depart, 
Our loved ones are with us, right here in our heart. 

And finally did you know….? 
 

How many wise men were there?  Chances are you think it 
was three but the Bible doesn’t say how many, just that 
they brought gold, frankincense and myrrh.  Three gifts, 
so we assume three wise men – but it’s not necessarily 
true! 
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Christmas banned in Scotland 

For nearly 400 years, Christmas was banned in Scotland. At the 
height of the Reformation, in 1583, when anything smacking of 
Catholicism and idolatrous excess was thrown out with contempt, 
Christmas and all its trappings was wiped off the official calendar. 
On December 25th, not so much as a plum pudding was allowed to 
steam.                                                                                          
There was nothing half-hearted about this gesture. Reinforced by 
the hard arm of the law, this was a ban that had bite. Over the 
centuries that followed, many a casual offender was called to 
account for Christmas transgressions, and no seasonal leniency was 
shown.The stripping of Christmas into a day of normal activity and 
religious introspection was a cause adopted with zeal by 
Presbyterians throughout Scotland.                                              
Such was the Scots’ passion for spreading their faith that within a 
couple of centuries of the ban, the feasting, drinking, gambling and 
‘guising’ of the medieval Church had long since died out in Britain as a 
whole. The Kirk’s influence spread spectacularly. Scottish 
Presbyterians, when called on for support by the Puritans of the 
English Parliament in 1644, gave it on the understanding that their 
allies would in exchange impose the legal ban on Christmas.                                         
From this period in Scotland there is the story of a woman who was 
daringly cooking a special supper for the day. Looking out of her 
window she saw the minister coming towards her cottage. She quickly 
hid the cooking pot in the only place she could think of, under the 
blanket on her bed. The minister came in, and despite the woman’s 
attempts to hurry him away, sat talking for ages. After a time, the 
blanket caught fire, the supper was ruined and the bed was burned. 
The woman was forced, in penance, to sit on a stool at the front of 
the Kirk and endure the condemnation of elders and neighbours alike. 
The ban on Christmas was finally lifted in 1958 

How times have changed! 
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A Christian book lending 
library is available in the 
meeting room in the Church 
Centre 

If you see something you 
fancy reading, just put your 
name in the register, borrow 
the book and sign it back in 
when you’re finished. 

Please contact Olwen Christie (Pastoral 
Care Convener) on 01261 843 680 if you 
know of anyone who is ill at home or in 
hospital (especially Dr Gray’s in Elgin as 

we are not notified). 

PRAYER CIRCLE 
 
Name: ………………………………………………………………………........................................................ 
(Not necessary) 

 
Please pray for: ……………………………………………………………………………............................... 
 
……………………………………………………………………………….............................................................. 
 
............................................................................................................................................... 
 
Please place completed slip in box at church door or hand to the minister or 
Edith Stuart. 

 

 
 
 

Community Diary: 
 
A diary of  local events has been placed 
in the Portsoy Ice Cream Shop for use 
by everyone.  This will enable event 
organisers to check that the date and 
time of their event will not clash with 
another already planned. 
 
Please pass this on to any other local 
groups.  To work effectively everyone 
will need to check the diary and ensure 
their own event is entered in it. 
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Minister                  Rev. John Gow 
           Tel:  01261 838 506 
            E-mail: jgow@churchofscotland.org.uk  
 
Session Clerk             Mrs Yvonne McKay, 11 The Steadings,    
         Findochty, AB56 Tel: 07592 395 581 
                                     E-mail: Yvonne@therealmckay.co.uk 
                  
Treasurer      Mr Raymond Wilson 5 St Tarquin’s Place,  
         Fordyce, AB45 2SH Tel: 01261 842204  
          E-mail: raymondwilsonpfp@btinternet.com 
 
Gift Aid Convener   Mr Ian Whewell,  Eynhallow, 14 South High                   
         Street,  Portsoy. Tel:01261 843 125  
            E-mail: ian.whewell@btinternet.com 
 
Church Website   Mr Ian Whewell - as above 
 
Church Centre Convener Mr Ian Whewell - as above  
(For bookings) 
 
Centre Caretaker   Mrs Sarah Willis, 40, Gordon Crescent,   
         Portsoy Tel:01261 843 928 or      
         07756 53 5731 
         E-mail: sarahsfamily@btinternet.com 
 
Focus       Mrs Johanna Sturrock  
            21 Hill Street, Portsoy. Tel: 07766 390 318 
            E-mail: unicornathome@gmail.com 
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10.30am at the Church Centre every Sunday  

 
(refreshments served after Sunday services) 

 
See inside page 7 for all special services during 

Advent and Christmas 
 

Please join us for all are welcome 

Website—http://www.portsoychurch.org 
+++ 

Scottish Charity No: SC 000522 

 

DIRECTORY (CONTINUED) 
 
Pastoral Care Group Convener    Olwen Christie  01261 843680 
 
Outreach Group Convener     Paul Williams   01261 842338 
 
Finance & Property Group Convener  Ian Whewell   01261 843125 
 
Social Group Convener      Helen D’Arcy  01261 842340 
 
Administration Group Convener    Anne McArthur  01261 842474 


